
How to start a library club

Introduction

This guide will get you started in creating your own library club.  I am writing this for 
potential library club advisers, and also library club officers.  Although these instructions 
are tailored for academic clubs, they may also be helpful for those found in public 
libraries.

If you are starting a club or already have one, let us know – and feel free to ask questions 
(send them to thelibraryclub@gmail.com) and add comments below. 

What is a library club?

There are lots of different types of library clubs and their participants range from adults to 
children.  Activities can range from finger painting to road trips.  The type of library club 
I will be writing about is best suited for college students.  It is centered around library 
advocacy and what I like to call ‘peer to peer information literacy’.  I’ll write more on 
that later. 

In essence, the library club I’m writing about is one which helps the library through a 
series of projects with participants.  These experiences create skill sets participants can 
use later in life.  Therefore, the experience is win-win. 

Why should an academic library start a club if you do not have an MLS program?

There are some simple answers to this question…

Provides a vehicle for integration between the public/institution on your library
Provides an opportunity to gain valuable actionable feedback on your library
The creation of advocates for your library
Good press for your library
Many academic departments have clubs and it adds to the prestige of the library

The list is incomplete and only serves to give you the gist of why you should create a 
library club.  It has been one of the most rewarding experiences of my career and has 
taught me a great deal about organizations and perspectives on libraries and leadership.  

The idea of creating library advocates in college is that they will support their home 
libraries in the future.  For example, voting for budgets, participating in library sponsored 
programs, and help building a better library at their colleges.

Library clubs also provides a frank and honest view from their participants about your 
library.  Having the opinion of the college aged crowd gives you an opportunity to 
calibrate some of your library's public relations and functions to this group and make 



them lifetime library users.  In addition, they will also gain perspectives on popular 
technologies. 

Have your library support your club, give guidance, a place to meet, and the resources it 
needs to succeed.  Your library will be better for it.  

What do participants get out of a library club?

Experience managing meetings and organizing events
Organization of fund raisers 
Experience in graphic/web design
A fuller resumé/Letters of Recommendation 
Self Efficacy 

The list, again incomplete, focuses on types of new skill sets which participation in the 
club will develop.  Libraries are complex organizations and as discussion about 
improvements develops between the club and library departments creating viable plans 
and instituting these plans, the participants gain the more executive experiences.  Here is 
where the tire meets the road.  It is in the process of treating the club as a unit of the 
library that more resumé worthy activities happen.

Resumés aside, the development of efficacy is the crux of the club.  For example, our 
blog is amalgamation of the many personalities that have come though the club.  The 
point of our ‘web reviews’ wasn’t the research into determining what is a good site or bad 
site (that’s important too).  Rather, it was creating a blog and producing its content -- that 
was where the sense of efficacy came from, creating.  As the club progresses so does 
informational literacy, both under the influence of the library departments in the club and 
influence of the participants on each other.

Having fun is crucial to a club.  You have a group of volunteers who all have busy lives. 
Self interest will only go so far.  Keep it fun.

Starting the Club

If you are a college library you will have to find out how your university allows new 
clubs.  If you are public library you will not have to go through the formal process of 
creating a club, but having a constitution will give some structure.   You can use ours.  
 
Interested Parties



The club is by the students for the students.  You will need students that are interested in 
starting a library club.  That may be one of the geekiest sentences I have written, but it is 
true.  Specifically you will need four students: a president, vice president, secretary and 
treasurer.  Remember, if you need to use us as an example or want to ask us questions 
directly, we are fine with that.  The students that founded the SBU library club and the 
students in the club now genuinely care about the library.        

The members will have to have a clear understanding of the club, which means you will 
too.  So before you go asking students for there help, be sure you understand what the 
club is about.  It is up to you to help them see the benefits of being involved in a college 
club.  Again, it will be important for the library administration to understand the club's 
function and the reasons why it should get the resources it needs.  A meeting with the 
club and administration is a good place to start developing the sense of efficacy for the 
group.  

There may be mandatory workshops for students starting a club, and possibly some for 
advisers.  Be sure you understand what you will be asking of your students.    

Chances are, in a university setting, you will need a constitution (you can download ours) 
and a mission statement.  You will need not only a clear definition of what your club is 
about but how it will benefit the university’s campus life and the community at large.  In 
my experience the university wants novel clubs.  In other words, universities do not want 
redundant clubs, so be ready for those types of questions.

Learning the ropes

Your role as an adviser is simple, just advise.  Sounds easy and it can be.  Although most 
of the time the adviser merely suggests a meeting when it seems appropriate and it hasn’t 
been mentioned, playing devil’s advocate when you see a problem that hasn’t been 
observed, and subtly keeping the group on task is also important.  The club has a will and 
a personality of its own, advisers do not bring specific objectives. It is a student club, so it 
goes wherever they take it, even if you disagree.   

The club will have to learn the rules and regulations governing clubs, this includes 
funding, posting flyers, which venders you can work with, the types of events you can 
have, just to name a few.  Understanding these rules is critical and serves as a good 
introduction to organizational behavior.  It may sound trite that learning to file paperwork 
is a handy skill but it is.  

Once you have your officers and have filed your paperwork you will need to find recruits. 
If you have some students working in your library you may want to target them. 
However, clubs have to be open to all students on campus and you want as many students 
interested as possible.  The SBU Library Club (The LC) has a Punk Rock kind of motif 
and advertisements reflected the students who made them.  But each club will have its 
own personality, so it's good to go with it.  This is when the self efficacy starts to kick in. 



Have a few private meetings at first, so everyone understands what the club is about.  I 
would suggest playing some games, it is best to have the group comfortable around each 
other.  Have some brainstorming session in private, discuss logos, what is good and bad 
about the library, what type of events would be good for the club, and so on.  But most 
importantly, create an agenda that you can show in public meetings, plan all the way 
through until the end of the semester.  Plan obtainable goals that are relatively easy to 
accomplish.

 Advertise public meetings and ask your officers to invite their friends.  It is a very grass 
roots approach.  Keep in mind that attendance is in proportion to free food -- sad but true. 
Make the meeting as fun as possible and be sure to collect names and email address, and 
to promote your web presence. This take us to the next topic….

Web Presence/Tools      

Libraries are an interesting entity because they are dedicated to an enterprise of service in 
the effort of betterment for all.  Few people can say that about their employers.  Not too 
many people can say they are a part of a club that promotes the value that everyone has a 
right to learn what they wish.  It is not a surprise that people have taken that passion for 
their libraries and shown it on the web.  I suggest your club does the same.  Here is a list 
of sites that we use, which you may find useful.  Many sites are free, so go ahead and 
experiment and let us know if you find sites that work better for you. 

Myspace:  There is some controversy over Myspace.  Many a library has blocked 
Myspace, usually over the fear of predators or potential slackers.  While this is an issue 
for public libraries, most colleges are okay with the site.  The SBU Library Club has 
many library friends on Myspace, including the ALA.  There are a lot of Myspace 
generators to spruce up the look of your page.

Wordpress:  Wordpress provides free hosted blogs, as well as free blogging software, if 
you want to host your blog on your own site.  Their free blog is the most feature rich, 
intuitive blogs I’ve seen.  I highly suggested it.  There are many free templates for your 
blog, and lot of widgets.  

Flickr: Fickr is one of the premier photo sharing sites.  There are limitations, such as only 
having 200 of your photos displayed at once, but there are far more positives then 
negatives.  

Google:  The LC does have a Gmail account, a Google Groups account, a Google 
webpage, Google Calendar, and use Google Documents, and we do a lot of searching on 
Google.  Why?  It’s free, accessible from anywhere, and it just plain works.  And did I 
mention it’s free?  

Instant Messaging:  Since all the folks involved in the club are busy and keep strange 
hours, it’s hard to get everyone in the same room at the same time.  Therefore, we do rely 



on instant messaging.  I found it is helpful to have an account on all the major IM 
networks: MSN, Yahoo, AIM and Jabber for Gtalk.  There are a few programs that allow 
you to use one application to chat with all your contacts in different networks at the same 
time; and they're free.
  
Pulling it together

Our first meetings were very social and focused more on what the club would be rather 
than specific plans.  This was necessary because we did not model ourselves after other 
library clubs.  The club did not want to a reading club, nor did we want to rule that out. 
We wanted to create a club that was scholarly and fun, while benefiting the library and 
campus life.  The process of group self-definition is important; the club has to create its 
own identity and set its own agenda.  As an adviser all you do is offer advice.  

Here is the very least I suggest you should have by the end of the first meeting:

1) What you want to accomplish in a semester, a year and two years.
2) Responsibilities for the club and for each event and project.
3) Logos, website url and e-mail

That should get you started on your way.

Please send questions and comments to….

Contact The LC
thelibraryclub[at]gmail.com
(631) 791-5821

The Library club
S3410 Melville Library
SUNY at Stony Brook
Stony Brook, NY 11790-3339

     

  

 
         


